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Unable to cope with the transition from secondary school to postsecondary school or the new 
pressures of first year, a number of students at Ontario’s universities and colleges withdraw before 
they graduate.  What leads them to leave is still under discussion.  One possibility is that they lack 
what are called emotional and social competencies that are often linked to academic success and 
retention.   

Emotional Intelligence Interventions to Increase Student Success was a project undertaken at 
Fleming College that aimed to improve the emotional and social competencies of first semester 
students through the modification of a Technology Career Essential course.    
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