Which universities best prepare students for employment?
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Twenty-six per cent of Brock University’s faculty feel students joining the school are not prepared to write at a university level. (Photograph by Cole Garside)

In our second annual student survey, Maclean’s reached more than 17,000 students at almost every university
campus across the country. They told us how often they’ve cheated as well as how much time they spend studying,
partying, working and on extracurricular activities. It is one of the largest surveys of its kind and provides a wide-
ranging snapshot of student life on university campuses across the country in real time.

Respondents also told us whether they feel their school has prepared them for the workplace, offering insight

into which universities—and which programs—are doing the best job preparing students for the real world. St. Francis
Xavier came out on top for this one measure, with 53% of students strongly agreeing they had the skills and
knowledge needed for employment. For some programs, the results were even better, with 71% of St. FX nursing
students saying they’d been well prepared. We also asked whether the schools helped with writing ability, with St.
Thomas ranking first on that front. In addition, we surveyed professors to see whether incoming university students
had the academic skills needed for success.

Our survey has its limitations, most obviously that it is anonymous and self-reported, so we have to trust students to fill
it out honestly.
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http://www.macleans.ca/education/numbers-to-study/?utm_source=Academica+Top+Ten&utm_campaign=abc34926d8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_04_18&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b4928536cf-abc34926d8-47774737

Employment

Students were asked whether their university education is helping

them gain skills and knowledge for employment
M Strongly agree (%) M Somewhat agree (%)
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Employment by program area
Here are the results, broken down by program, when students were
asked about employment readiness

M Strongly agree (%) M Somewhat agree (%)

1 Nursing O 0
2 Design 52 I 30
3 Education ;T 41
4 Journalism 45 I 42
5 Urban planning 44 I 38
6 Drama A4 I 42
7 Geology 44 I e
8 Medicine 43 I 41
9 Business 43 I . 45
10 Music 4] I 41
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Writing ability
Students were asked whether their university education
is helping them to write clearly and concisely

M Strongly agree (%) M Somewhat agree (%)
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Writing ability by program area

Here are the results, broken down by program, when students were
asked about writing ability

M Strongly agree (%) M Somewhat agree (%)

1 Philosophy /6 I ]
2 English /1 I 4
3 History 60 I 5
4 Journalism o/ I O
5 Women & gender studies 58 IN——_“" 39
6 Political science S8 35
7 Anthropology S6 . 1
8 International relations 55 NN 36
9 Criminology 53 I 36
10 Communication o2 I 10
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About 71 per cent of St. Francis Xavier's nursing students strongly agree they are gaining skills they need for employment. (Photograph by Dotshock/Shutterstock)
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Professors rate the academic skills of incoming university
students on four key measures

More than 1,300 faculty members surveyed by Maclean's in 2016 say
foreign students are better prepared for math than domestic students.
Both groups get low ratings in everything else—professors feel fewer
than 35 per cent of first-years are adequately prepared for class.

B Domestic students M International students

Think critically/
solve problems

Writeat a
university level

Do math at a
university level

Work
independently
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Percentage of faculty who strongly agree or somewhat
agree that incoming students are adequately prepared
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