Canadian universities tackle campus rape culture after Frosh Week - Canada - CBC News

MUSIC  ARTS More

NEWS SPORTS Local

TV  RADIO

CBCNews |Canada

Home World Canada Politics Business Health Arts & Entertainment

| Photo Galleries  Aboriginal Editor's Blog N.L. Votes

Technology & Science

Trending

a Aokbeaie.

Weather Video

Canadian universities tackle campus rape culture after Frosh

Week

McGill University and University of Windsor focus on student-led initiatives
By Aleksandra Sagan, CBC News  Posted: Sep 05, 2014 5:00 AMET | Last Updated: Sep 05, 2014 10:17 AM ET

A stillimage from a video posted on Instagram last year shows students at Saint Mary’s University in Halifax participating in a
chant that promoted non-consensual sex with underage girls. (Instagram)

551 shares The pressure is on Canadian universities for a scandal-free year after a

n Facebook string of high-profile sexual assault cases and orientation week faux pas
over the past academic year spotlighted what some say is a pervasive
campus rape culture.
"Things don't change overnight. It's a slow progress," said Bianca Tétrault,
E Reddit officially McGill University's new "liaison officer (harm reduction)" and
informally the person tasked with combating sexual assault on campus.
C "But that doesn't mean we should be deterred from it or that we should
2"' Google "
O stop.
Share The Current: Are Frosh Week reforms enough?
St. Mary's University alters Frosh Week after rape chant
EEma" UBC sexual assaults prompt calls for education

She was hired in April for a one-year contract after McGill students felt the
university's response to three Redman football players being charged
with sexual assault was lacklustre.
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but are also very much involved in creating and perpetuating rape culture,
and it continues to be something that's very much ignored,"
said Kai O'Doherty, a fourth-year student at McGill University.

O'Doherty and some other
students banded together
shortly after the incident
became public knowledge
to attempt to create the
university's first sexual
assault policy. They
demanded McGill create a
pro-survivor policy that
provides clear channels for
reporting assault and receiving support.

‘Universities... are also very
much involved in creating
and perpetuating rape
culture, and it continues to
be very much ignored.'

- Kai O'Doherty, 4th-year student at McGill University

They're now working closely with Tétrault to write the policy and have it
approved by the university's senate — a process

O'Doherty estimates could take anywhere from six months to a couple
years.

The new policy seeks to inject sexual assault information and training into
all of McGill's departments and operations.

Frosh Week response alone is not enough

Tétrault believes the student-led initiative is on the right track with its focus
on institutionalization.

"We’'re not letting it be just like a one-time, a one-size-fits-all [solution],"
she said, referencing the need to expand education efforts past
orientation week for incoming students.

Is it time for Frosh Week to grow up?

Analysis: Washington throws the book at 'campus rape
culture'

Bystanders key to tackling 'rape culture,' experts say

Many universities altered their Frosh Week programming this year after
two universities made national headlines for mishaps in 2013. At Saint
Mary's University in Halifax and the University of British Columbia's
Vancouver campus, student leaders faced criticism after incoming
frosh participated in chants that promoted non-consensual sex with
underage girls.

This year, both universities provided student leaders with training on
consent, and Saint Mary's provided more adult supervision for orientation
activities. Other institutions, including McGill, also made changes,
increasing information on consent and sexual assault available to
incoming students and providing extra training to Frosh Week leaders.

Seemingly fewer issues arose, but Tétrault argues it's key for those
campaigns to extend beyond the start of the school year. She's already
planning an October consent campaign and hoping to launch an
accompanying website, which will be a one-stop shop for students to get
informed on sexual violence.

In the winter, she plans to implement a peer-led bystander initiative
program, which has seen some success at the University of Windsor.

U of Windsor 'ahead of the curve'

The University of Windsor is "a bit ahead of the curve," said Dusty
Johnstone, who works for the school's Bystander Initiative to Mitigate
Sexual Assault program.

It was the brainchild of Anne Forrest, the director of women's studies, and
professor Charlene Senn when Johnstone was a graduate student. It's a
three-hour workshop based on a model from the University of New

Hampshire that focuses on enabling students to recognize the spectrum
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of sexual assaults and intervene safely.

Windsor's program is
unique because of its
"focus on
institutionalization,"
Johnstone explained.

Students can take two
classes for academic
credit as part of the
initiative. In the third-
year class, students
learn theory, while
the fourth-year
course is a practicum, and students conduct Bystander Initiative
workshops during lectures for other classes.

A string of sexual assaults by strangers occurred last year at
Vancouver's University of British Columbia. (CBC)

Johnstone said 800 students have seen the workshop over the past three
years, but estimates another 1,500 will see it over the next two
semesters. For the first time this year, the third- and fourth-year courses
are being offered in both semesters, meaning more peer facilitators will
be trained to deliver the workshop, Johnstone explained. About 75
students total take the two classes each semester.

McGill's program will be even smaller and won't have the academic
component yet. Tétrault will train the coaches and staff

in McGill's athletics and recreation unit, who volunteered to undertake the
workshop first.

Despite recognizing that she can't change people's long-held beliefs
overnight, Tétrault is excited at the prospect of starting to get more
students involved in educating their peers.

"The more people that are involved, the longer the duration and the more
it will remain implemented in our community,” she said.

Corrections

A photo caption on an earlier version of this story incorrectly credited
a photo of the chanting incident to CBC. In fact, the photo was a still
image taken from a video posted on Instagram at the time of the
incident.

Sep 05, 2014 10:14 AM ET

HEOOEER

SerRepeetbypk

FIFTH ESTATE FIGHTING BACK THE 180

Most Viewed

Yoga class cancelled at University of Ottawa over
‘cultural issues'

To unfriend or not unfriend: What to do with racist
Facebook ‘friends'

Alberta's climate change strategy targets carbon, coal,
emissions

Turkish Airlines plane grounded by bomb threat leaves
Halifax

Stephen Colbert sweeps up laughs for rant on CBC
Manitoba curling story

Paris attacks spark anti-Muslim backlash, but
Canadians are fighting back g

Harjit Sajjan praises quick response to airline bomb
threats

Exploding package injures 2 people near Port Alberni

WestJet bomb threat made from Nova Scotia, RCMP
say

Union head calls for marijuana sales through LCBO

i
The National
Canada's destination for
original journalism and

stories with added depth
and context.

MARKETPLACE

Justin Trudeau, premiers
seek to unify Canada's
message on climate
change

UBC slow to respond to
to sex assault
complaints

Ron Hynes, 'man of a
thousand songs,' dead
at 64

Canadians battle anti-
Muslim attitudes and
attacks

'Free the game": The
case for 4-on-4 hockey

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canadian-universities-tackle-campus-rape-culture-after-frosh-week-1.2754543[11/23/2015 2:17:59 PM]

Omega-3: Why your fish
oil supplements might
not be fresh



http://www.cbc.ca/thenational/
http://www.cbc.ca/thenational/
http://www.cbc.ca/thenational/
http://www.cbc.ca/thenational/
http://www.cbc.ca/thenational/
http://www.cbc.ca/thenational/
http://www.cbc.ca/news2/feedback/index_typo.html?
http://www.cbc.ca/contact/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/university-ottawa-yoga-cultural-sensitivity-1.3330441
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/university-ottawa-yoga-cultural-sensitivity-1.3330441
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/to-unfriend-or-not-unfriend-what-to-do-with-racist-facebook-friends-1.3328205
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/to-unfriend-or-not-unfriend-what-to-do-with-racist-facebook-friends-1.3328205
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-climate-change-newser-1.3330153
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/alberta-climate-change-newser-1.3330153
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/turkish-airlines-halifax-bomb-threat-1.3329965
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/turkish-airlines-halifax-bomb-threat-1.3329965
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/stephen-colbert-sweeps-up-laughs-for-rant-on-cbc-manitoba-curling-story-1.3329460
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/stephen-colbert-sweeps-up-laughs-for-rant-on-cbc-manitoba-curling-story-1.3329460
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canadians-combat-muslim-hate-1.3324282
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canadians-combat-muslim-hate-1.3324282
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/halifax-international-security-conference-sunday-1.3330103
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/halifax-international-security-conference-sunday-1.3330103
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/port-alberni-residents-injured-after-package-left-at-property-explodes-1.3329934
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/west-jet-bomb-threat-halifax-calgary-1.3330039
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/west-jet-bomb-threat-halifax-calgary-1.3330039
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/marijuana-liquor-ontario-1.3329529
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/grenier-nl-stjohnswest-poll-1.3322592
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/grenier-nl-stjohnswest-poll-1.3322592
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-premiers-climate-change-meeting-1.3330284
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-premiers-climate-change-meeting-1.3330284
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-premiers-climate-change-meeting-1.3330284
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-premiers-climate-change-meeting-1.3330284
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-premiers-climate-change-meeting-1.3330284
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-premiers-climate-change-meeting-1.3330284
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ubc-sexual-assaults-complaints-expulsion-1.3328368
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ubc-sexual-assaults-complaints-expulsion-1.3328368
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ubc-sexual-assaults-complaints-expulsion-1.3328368
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ubc-sexual-assaults-complaints-expulsion-1.3328368
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ubc-sexual-assaults-complaints-expulsion-1.3328368
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ubc-sexual-assaults-complaints-expulsion-1.3328368
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canadians-combat-muslim-hate-1.3324282
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canadians-combat-muslim-hate-1.3324282
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canadians-combat-muslim-hate-1.3324282
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canadians-combat-muslim-hate-1.3324282
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canadians-combat-muslim-hate-1.3324282
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canadians-combat-muslim-hate-1.3324282
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/the180/the-psychology-of-terror-a-former-enviro-minister-defends-coal-and-making-hockey-fun-again-1.3325278/free-the-game-the-case-for-4-on-4-hockey-1.3328057
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/the180/the-psychology-of-terror-a-former-enviro-minister-defends-coal-and-making-hockey-fun-again-1.3325278/free-the-game-the-case-for-4-on-4-hockey-1.3328057
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/the180/the-psychology-of-terror-a-former-enviro-minister-defends-coal-and-making-hockey-fun-again-1.3325278/free-the-game-the-case-for-4-on-4-hockey-1.3328057
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/the180/the-psychology-of-terror-a-former-enviro-minister-defends-coal-and-making-hockey-fun-again-1.3325278/free-the-game-the-case-for-4-on-4-hockey-1.3328057
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/the180/the-psychology-of-terror-a-former-enviro-minister-defends-coal-and-making-hockey-fun-again-1.3325278/free-the-game-the-case-for-4-on-4-hockey-1.3328057
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/ron-hynes-obituary-1.3327141
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/ron-hynes-obituary-1.3327141
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/ron-hynes-obituary-1.3327141
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/ron-hynes-obituary-1.3327141
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/ron-hynes-obituary-1.3327141
http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/marketplace-fish-oil-omega-3-benefits-safety-1.3326587
http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/marketplace-fish-oil-omega-3-benefits-safety-1.3326587
http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/marketplace-fish-oil-omega-3-benefits-safety-1.3326587
http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/marketplace-fish-oil-omega-3-benefits-safety-1.3326587
http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/marketplace-fish-oil-omega-3-benefits-safety-1.3326587
http://www.cbc.ca/news/health/marketplace-fish-oil-omega-3-benefits-safety-1.3326587
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/insurance-climate-change-adaptability-1.3323132
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/insurance-climate-change-adaptability-1.3323132
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/insurance-climate-change-adaptability-1.3323132
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/insurance-climate-change-adaptability-1.3323132
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/insurance-climate-change-adaptability-1.3323132
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/insurance-climate-change-adaptability-1.3323132

Canadian universities tackle campus rape culture after Frosh Week - Canada - CBC News

Explore CBC

CBC Home Music Comedy CBC Connects
TV Arts Books Digital Archives
Radio Kids Parents Games

News Local Aboriginal Contests
Sports Documentaries Weather Site Map

Stay Connected

Mobile RSS Podcasts Newsletters & Alerts

Services and Information

Corporate Info Reuse & Permission CBC Shop Jobs
Public Appearances Terms of Use Help Doing Business with Us
Commercial Services Privacy Policy Contact Us Renting Facilities

CBC Radio-Canada ©2015 CBC/Radio-Canada. All rights reserved Visitez Radio-Canada.ca

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/canadian-universities-tackle-campus-rape-culture-after-frosh-week-1.2754543[11/23/2015 2:17:59 PM]


http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/
http://ici.radio-canada.ca/
http://www.cbc.ca/
http://www.cbc.ca/television/
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/
http://www.cbc.ca/news
http://www.cbc.ca/sports
http://music.cbc.ca/
http://www.cbc.ca/arts/
http://www.cbc.ca/kidscbc/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada#region-nav
http://www.cbc.ca/documentaries/
http://www.cbc.ca/punchline/
http://www.cbc.ca/books/
http://www.cbc.ca/parents/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/aboriginal
http://www.cbc.ca/weather/
http://www.cbc.ca/connects/
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/
http://www.cbc.ca/games/
http://www.cbc.ca/contests/
http://www.cbc.ca/sitemap/
http://www.cbc.ca/mobile/services/
http://www.cbc.ca/rss/
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts/
http://subscriptions.cbc.ca/listmanagement
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/en
http://www.cbc.ca/appearances/
http://www.cbc.ca/sitemap/
http://www.cbc.ca/permissions/
http://www.cbc.ca/aboutcbc/discover/termsofuse.html
http://www.cbc.ca/aboutcbc/discover/privacy.html
http://www.cbcshop.ca/
http://www.cbc.ca/connects/help/
http://www.cbc.ca/connects/help/?goto=.contact-box
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/explore/jobs/
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/explore/doing-business-with-us/
http://www.cbc.ca/productionfacilities/
http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/

	www.cbc.ca
	Canadian universities tackle campus rape culture after Frosh Week - Canada - CBC News


	Zyb3NoLXdlZWstMS4yNzU0NTQzAA==: 
	button0: 
	button0_(1): 
	button0_(1)_(2): 



