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5?;;@;5:’;’:2':55 Technology to gain more skills, to make herself * REPORTON BUSINESS
o u gy tog . N Discussion: Make your business a
hitting both parents and “a much more attractive candidate across all
i i X i global player
children Industries,” she said.
— o ) ) o SPORTS
33 And it is that kind of returning student, or Concussion: Will Smith film delivers major
-\‘Q.f \ career-changer, whom technical institutes and blow to NFL
'_’-': .r‘m .-"*{ “\_ \e colleges say they are increasingly gearing
HN) \ toward.
MOST POPULAR VIDEOS »

THE PATIENT INVESTOR . P
SPONSOR CONTENT As schools turn to catering to individual students’
When is it the right time personal goals, administrators talk about more
to sell? of an active dialogue between school and

students about what classes are needed to get

specific jobs. And most of this dialogue is X /

° happening with older students already in the BLIFE 1 SPORTS
midst of their working lives. Prince George's future Professional skier
face predicted by survives 1,600-foot fall

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/education/the-three-types-of-mature-student/article27190708/[11/12/2015 10:30:29 AM]



http://www.theglobeandmail.com/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/weather/?locationid=
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/weather/?locationid=
https://sec.theglobeandmail.com/account/#%21/register
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globeproducts/globe-subscriptions/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globeproducts/globe-subscriptions/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/help/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/help/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/technology/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/technology/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-drive/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-drive/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/video/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/video/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/alberta/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/toronto/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/news-video/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/education/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/education/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/time-to-lead/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/time-to-lead/
https://sec.theglobeandmail.com/subscription/?V2&P1
https://sec.theglobeandmail.com/subscription/?V2&P1
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/video/

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/education/the-three-types-of-mature-student/article27190708/comments/
http://license.icopyright.net/g2/3.8425?icx_id=27190708
http://license.icopyright.net/3.8425?icx_id=27190708
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/authors/guy-dixon
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/video/video-student-debt-hitting-both-parents-and-children/article26647507/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/video/video-student-debt-hitting-both-parents-and-children/article26647507/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/video/video-student-debt-hitting-both-parents-and-children/article26647507/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/partners/advmawer15/the-right-way-to-deal-with-market-swings/article27001523/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/partners/advmawer15/the-right-way-to-deal-with-market-swings/article27001523/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/video/video-student-debt-hitting-both-parents-and-children/article26647507/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/video/video-student-debt-hitting-both-parents-and-children/article26647507/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/partners/advmawer15/the-right-way-to-deal-with-market-swings/article27001523/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/time-to-lead/video-educators-building-pathways-between-universities-and-colleges/article4624002/?from=27190708
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-drive/adventure/red-line/the-rise-and-fall-of-nascar-why-tracks-are-removingseats/article27211911/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-drive/adventure/red-line/the-rise-and-fall-of-nascar-why-tracks-are-removingseats/article27211911/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/retirement/retire-taxes-and-portfolios/ten-factors-to-consider-when-planning-to-leave-an-estate/article27215035/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-investor/retirement/retire-taxes-and-portfolios/ten-factors-to-consider-when-planning-to-leave-an-estate/article27215035/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/life-video/video-chef-basics/article27142418/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/life-video/video-chef-basics/article27142418/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/life-video/video-chef-basics/article27142418/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/small-business/sb-tools/discussion-make-your-business-a-global-player/article26870664/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/small-business/sb-tools/discussion-make-your-business-a-global-player/article26870664/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/small-business/sb-tools/discussion-make-your-business-a-global-player/article26870664/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/small-business/sb-tools/discussion-make-your-business-a-global-player/article26870664/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/football/concussion-will-smith-film-delivers-major-blow-to-nfl/article27218970/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/football/concussion-will-smith-film-delivers-major-blow-to-nfl/article27218970/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/life-video/video-prince-georges-future-face-predicted-by-scientists/article27185172/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/life-video/video-prince-georges-future-face-predicted-by-scientists/article27185172/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/life-video/video-prince-georges-future-face-predicted-by-scientists/article27185172/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/sports-video/video-canadian-skier-survives-1600-foot-fall-from-top-of-mountain/article27206532/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/sports-video/video-canadian-skier-survives-1600-foot-fall-from-top-of-mountain/article27206532/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/sports-video/video-canadian-skier-survives-1600-foot-fall-from-top-of-mountain/article27206532/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/education/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/video/video-student-debt-hitting-both-parents-and-children/article26647507/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/time-to-lead/video-educators-building-pathways-between-universities-and-colleges/article4624002/?from=27190708
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/life-video/video-chef-basics/article27142418/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/life-video/video-prince-georges-future-face-predicted-by-scientists/article27185172/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/sports/sports-video/video-canadian-skier-survives-1600-foot-fall-from-top-of-mountain/article27206532/

The three groups of mature college student - The Globe and Mail

“Increasingly what we’re looking at are
opportunities to assess the individual’s prior
learning from a holistic perspective,” said Bill

VIDEO Dow, vice-president of academics at BCIT.
Video: Educators building

pathways between
universities and colleges

scientists

while filming in Alaska

E

i

For instance, Ms. Peters enrolled in a full-time
business diploma at BCIT in operations ENEWS
management. Using those credits, plus others
she picked up in prior university classes, she
gained advanced placement in the school’s

ENEWS
Trump attacks

Starbucks at Illinois

Justin Trudeau places
wreath at Ottawa

Remembrance Day rally

bachelor of business administration. By this event

summer, it will have taken her three years to

get her degree, she said.
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MONEY MONITOR These advance-placement credits can come from
Video: Money Monitor: i

a variety of sources. BCIT also has a program HIGHLIGHTS

Financial planning tips
for post-secondary

for giving credits for military training and

experience. Or, as another example, nurses with

students emergency-room experience, but not formal

emergency training, can receive credit for that
prior experience when getting certification as an
emergency-room nurse.

REPORT ON BUSINESS
Coming soon: Nano-

food and tiny memory
devices?

REPORT ON BUSINESS
The new EMBA course:

What to eat

“We do a prior learning assessment on all of that time they’ve spent in
nursing,” Mr. Dow said.

The school is expanding this to credit for corporate training, too, such as its
arrangement with McDonald’s Corp. to grant credit for those who attended
its managerial training. “We assessed them, and mapped their training and
determined how much we could give recognition for,” said Kevin
Wainwright, BCIT’s head of the business administration program and the
military and mature students advanced placement programs.

MORE FROM THE GLOBE AND MAIL

B REPORT ON BUSINESS BLIFE
CPPIB posts 1.6% Lives Lived: Gerald

return as broad (Jerry) Posen, 79
portfolio offsets market

Advanced credits work well with more uniform, clearly defined training
programs, such as those at McDonald’s or the military. The trick is how to
keep expanding this to other companies’ training programs. The school is
also in talks with health provider Vancouver Coastal Health and retailer

London Drugs. weakness
Other colleges are similarly treating mature students and career-changers
in a new light. MOST POPULAR

“As a business unit in the college, we’re a little different from the academic
side, in that we really do focus on that market of what is in demand and
how we can move to meet it,” said Daniel Thorpe, dean of continuing
studies at Langara College in Vancouver. Langara has a large student body
taking courses in order to transfer to university, but it also has one of the
largest continuing studies departments in British Columbia. 3

L Entire Liberal cabinet
responsible for climate-change agenda: Dion

N

Nov. 12: Your daily horoscope

. Forces investigating soldier’s ‘racist’ comments
towards Defence Minister Harjit Sajjan

“The area that is growing right now is health and health services. We have
a registered massage therapy program that’s a fairly new addition for us,
and it’s been very successful.”

Often the program can be extremely specialized, and only intended for
students already in their careers, such as the Strategic Resilience for First
Responders, a program for firefighters, paramedics and other emergency
service providers to deal with traumatic situations, and how to cope with
that stress.

Given such diversity of specialized courses and advanced credits, students’
ages vary widely in continuing studies, but there are three noticeable age
clusters, Mr. Thorpe said. The first is among 21- to 24-year-olds, typically
students with a degree or diploma, but returning to get a more marketable
job skill. The next cluster are the career-changers or career upgraders
around age 35. The last is around 55, with people getting ready to start
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new work or to consult in retirement.

Krista Ryan fell a little between those clusters. In her late 20s when she
returned to school, she had had a passion for the arts, but chose to
become an elementary school teacher. But then she quickly changed
course.

“I think once I got my [teaching] credential, and | had my safety net of a
job, and I was an adult and could make my own choices, | decided to
follow my passion full time.”

She enrolled in continuing-ed photography classes at Langara, which she
felt was a different experience than what younger students likely got in the
full-time day program. She found most students were thinking of making a
career change and leaving their day jobs.

Most were around her age: late 20s to late 30s. “You are with other people
who have the same mindset as you. They are very driven. We were all old
enough and mature enough to start a business, and we weren’t
floundering, as maybe people out of high school are,” she said.

It’'s that career focus that the colleges are increasingly adopting for older
students. And it is changing the feel of a college education, as the schools
provide an array of specialties and options.

“It’s not just content. It’s also delivery mode. It's also the length of the
program, whether the industry needs a three-year program, or a four-year
degree, or a one-year program, or a graduate program for somebody who
is already out there working in the industry,” said Joy McKinnon, vice-
president academic at Seneca College in Toronto.

The question is whether a high degree of specialization sacrifices wider
learning, the kind of wider perspective needed in today’s workplace.
Although she is specializing in project management and process
improvement, Ms. Peters said, she has also sought a wide breadth of
experience with her business degree.

Because even with specialization, or tailoring a program and advanced
credits based on mature students’ unique backgrounds, there is no 100-
per-cent guarantee of a job.

“The world doesn’t work that way,” said BCIT’s Mr. Dow. “And some of
these technologies change quickly. But we do our best ... to keep up to
date with what’s needed.”

Read the full Report on Colleges here.

Follow Guy Dixon on Twitter: @Guy_Dixon
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